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Solar Power Update for Environment Committee meeting 8th September 2026

· It was agreed at the full council meeting held 27th July to proceed in principle with NPS Solar. 

· NPS carried out a full detailed design survey 17th August. 

· As bird proofing was recommended by the Greater Manchester Growth Company Green Team, Cllr Garner requested this be added to the initial quote, an additional £750 plus vat. So the total is now £96,894 inclusive of vat. 

· A G99 application has been submitted for a SP Energy Networks grid connection.

· As the system is to be less than 50kwp (to meet the definition of ‘microgeneration’) then this does not need a Prior Approval planning application to qualify as permitted development.  
	The only requirement insofar as the conservation area location is concerned is that the PV equipment cannot 	be installed on a wall which fronts a highway. As the panels will be installed on the roof this isn’t relevant. 
· Permission has been obtained from the neighbouring property to cut back their trees to the Civic Hall gutter level, although they are unable or unwilling to contribute towards it. A full tree survey across Parish assets is scheduled to take place 16th Sept; following this we will request quotes for the work to be carried out. I am planning on putting in an application to Saddleworth Hydro for funding to cover this additional outlay; initial discussion around this was very positive. 

· We are in the process of applying for a Public Works Loan; there are conditions we must show we meet.
	 I am preparing a business case to share with full Council; the report shared previously 27 July is not 	sufficient for the purpose of the loan, and input is required by the RFO who is currently on two week’s annual 	leave. 
	Another condition is that the Parish Council must provide details on how local residents were consulted on 	the proposed project and associated borrowing even if we are not increasing the precept to help fund the 	loan. It may be sufficient that it is on the agenda of the full council meeting which is a public meeting, but I 	need to ensure this will be sufficient.  
	The application form also requests information on whether the Parish Council is providing any funding from 	its own resources. 
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